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Abstract

The researchers therefore paid an interest to study the acquisition
development of Thai as a second language of Akha children by examining the syntactic
development observed from storytelling by 20 Akha ethnic students at Huaymaesai
school, Maung district, Chiang Rai province. The students were sectioned into 5 groups
based on their age of 4, 6, 8, 10, and 12 years old, and each group consisted of 4
students. ( 2 girl students and 2 boy students ) total 20 people. The hypothesis was
based on the assumption that storytelling of 10 pictures would demonstrate the
development of complexity of sentence structure, and the number of utterances
which were considered key communication devices for the analysis of syntactic
development.

The quantitative analysis revealed that the number of utterances showed
incremental figure in ascending order according to their age from the youngest to the
oldest children. The analysis of the quantitative syntactic development analysis in
terms of the length of utterances shows a large amount of utterances with 5 and
smaller than 5 words were found in every age group. The utterances structure analysis
showed that 10 year-old students demonstrated the use of clauses in the storytelling
at the highest level while 12 year-old groups tended to use compound sentences and
girl students will choose to use more complex sentences than boy students of all age

groups.

Keywords: Development of Syntax, Akha Ethnic Group, Narration, Second Language,

Utterance
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