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Indigenous Scripts of Maritime Southeast Asia as Endangered Scripts

Jakrabhop lamdanush

Abstract

This article describes background, characteristics, role, and status of indigenous scripts in Maritime
Southeast Asia, focusing on Indonesia and the Philippines.

Although the importance of local identity is currently increasing globally, especially linguistic
identity, but indigenous scripts have not been treated the same way. This has caused many scripts and
writing systems to become endangered. Many ethnic groups of Indonesia and the Philippines once had their
own writing systems. But the writing systems have gradually gone nearly extinct, due to political and cultural
influences from colonial powers and centralized governments. Such scripts are, for example, Indonesia’s
Balinese, Batak, and Lontara scripts and the Philippines’ Baybayin, Buhid, and Hanunuo scripts. During the
past decade, studies and research on the scripts have been conducted. Also, revitalization projects of the
scripts are reported, including collection of old documents written with the scripts, developing local

language curriculum, digitization of the scripts, and preservation of the scripts through visual art.
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