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"The legend of following the white elephant” and the local history perception

towards development in Sisaket Province
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Abstract

This article aimed to explore the perception of "The legend of following the white elephant”
as a historical story of setting up a local town of Ban Paeng for development in Sisaket Province. The
results of the study showed that the perception of the legend of following the white elephant
according to the globalization of change became a local history that had the power to drive and
develop the present Sisaket Province. The perception through media that affected the development
of Sisaket can be divided into 2 types: 1) Recognition from documents and stories that the Suay (Kui)
group, ancestors of Sisaket people, who caught a herd of white elephants from Ayutthaya to the area
of Sisaket in the past resulted in the name of cities in places such as Huai Thap Than, Ban Jiang Vi,
Ban Khoen (Khuen Chang), and Huai Samran, etc. Recognition from the role of local tribute leaders
in the construction of the Ban Paeng Muang, since 2005, academic seminars, academic development,
and local history research have been established in the setting up of the Ban Paeng Muang, Sisaket
Province, especially local at Ban Duan Yai, Wang Hin District, and Khukhan District, Sisaket Province.
2) Recognition from storytelling media such as local history textbooks, murals, statues, monuments,
performances, and traditional activities at the district and provincial levels. In addition, it was found
that the legend of pursuing the white elephant helped to promote a good image for the ancestors
of Sisaket by creating a sense of reliance on heroes and feelings of attachment to the present Sisaket

ancestors.
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