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Abstract

This research has two objectives; first is to study the emergence of the “craft beer” culture
in Phitsanulok city, and second is to examine negotiating tactics created by beer producers/
sellers with the laws, in an attempt to expand the culture. This research employs participant
observation technique as a drinker to mingle with one particular craft beer pub from
November 2020 to March 2021 and had in-depth interviews with them in May 2021. Then |
analyze data under the conceptual frameworks of sub-culture, representation, meaning
consumption, and practice of everyday life by Michel de Certeau. Research findings illustrate
that; first, the emergence of “craft beer culture” in Phitsanulok city has been influenced by
culture from abroad as well as increasing popularity in the country. It started from drinkers
who were bored of a few industrial beer choices, and then eager to taste new products.
Craft beers, therefore, represent creativity and nouveau tastes, which lead to the mobilization
of craft been fans before this has turned into a sub-culture. Second, both beer sellers/
producers and consumers of craft beer have adopted several tactics to negotiate with
restricted beer production and advertisement laws. One seller in Phitsanulok then decides
to sell industrial beer in order to provide diverse choices to drinkers, as this kind of beer’s
price is more affordable. Moreover, both also participate in the movement of the law

amendment in order to expand this culture in Thai society.
Keywords : Craft Beer, Sub-culture, Negotiating tactic, Phitsanulok City
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