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The Representation of “Korean” in Cafés in Phitsanulok Provinces
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Abstract

This research has two main objectives; first is to study how the “Korean” - styled café
operators/ owners constructing Koreanness, and second is to examine how the consumers
meanwhile represent Korean, through posts and photos published through social media
platforms. This research analyses the phenomenon through the conceptual frameworks of
pop culture and representation. The researcher has chosen four cafés situated in Phitsanulok
city and in the Naresuan University’ s surroundings. Research findings have shown that the
café owners have been influenced by the Korean culture through their café decoration styled
called “minimal”, which needs somewhat furniture pieces. In addition, they also sell popular

dessert from Korean named Bingsu. In the meantime, consumers of the cafes also represent
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the Koreanness through their dressing up to the trend of “minimal’. They regularly take
photos/selfies of themselves visiting the cafes and post on social media. Such phenomenon

can be analyzed as gravitated communication between café operators and consumers.
Keywords: Café, Korean style, Representation, Pop culture, Phitsanulok
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