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"Otherness" and the Access of Social Welfare of

Legal Myanmar Migrant Workers under the COVID-19 Situation
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Abstract

This research has the main objective to study the access of social welfares of
legal Myanmar transnational workers, and problems and obstacles they are facing in
the COVID-19 pandemic under the building of ‘otherness’ by the Thai state. This
research employs a qualitative research approach by interviewing Myanmar migrant

workers who are impacted by the COVID-19 in Chiang Rai Province. Research findings
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show that 1) legal Myanmar migrant workers do not have access to the welfare they
should have received from the Thai government. Migrant workers do not understand
their social security rights. Meanwhile, they lack of understanding the rights from social
welfares they have paid for, while some denied to register due to time they must
sacrifice for. 2) Problems and barriers in accessing remedies for legal Myanmar migrant
workers are from the low commands of Thai language, insufficient information with
regard to benefits that they should receive. The problems partially include employees
who do not support the workers to claim their rights. The most crucial factor is the
Thai government and relevant agencies who have not handed helps the workers
nearly at all. For example, they did not provide knowledge for workers to prevent
themselves from being infected, as well as information encouraging them to register
to receive remedies.

Keyword: Transnational migrant worker, COVID- 19, Access of social welfare,

Otherness, Chiang Rai
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