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The Construction of Ethic Identity of “Lao Vieng Foods” in the
Context of Tourism of Ban Had Song Kwae Community,

Tron District, Uttaradit Province
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Abstract
This research has the main objective to examine the chosen identities that

represent ethnic Lao Vieng in the context of homestay tourism of Ban Had Song Kwae

“Toywun nanes Tanaurdaumans a1viaudng YuUN 4 anInendeusens E-mail:

thanchanokk61@nu.ac.th



community, and their presentative practices of ethic Lao Vieng foods by different
involving agencies. This research employs a qualitative research approach through
interviewing key informants of the community. Research findings illustrate that ethnic
Lao Vieng of Ban Had Song Kwae community uses ethnic identities as crucial resources
in tourism management. Lao Vieng people also choose local food as the main
component in identifying their ethnicity under the spotlight of tourism where tourists are
pleased to consume the original culture and tradition of the community. Particularly,
the community has highlighted their food culture to tourism through different activities.
However, Lao Vieng foods served in the tourist’ s space are not authentic, as they are
being adapted to the taste and desire of tourists. The community has also promoted an
activity of learning Lao Vieng foods, which is a method to arouse people to experience
the specialties even more deeply through cooking. In addition, Lao Vieng foods are
presented in the activated co-organized by the community and involving state agencies,
which are “Road of Lao Vieng Culture”, and the annual lighting rafting festival called
“Lai Pa Fai”. This overall emphasizes the community’ s tourism management with the
presentation of Lao Vieng foods as one of ethnic identity has state involvement in almost

all of aspects.
Keywords: Lao Vieng, Ethnic identity, Ethnic food, Tourism, Uttaradit
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