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Thai people of Chinese descent towards the establishment of the clay tile

plant in Koh Yo Sub-district, Muang District, Songkhla Province
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ABSTRACT

Koh Yo clay tile is unique and have been famous for a long time. This article aims to 1) study the
history of Thai people of Chinese descent who have roles toward the establishment of the clay tile plant
in Koh Yo Sub-district, Muang District, Songkhla Province and 2) to study the location and distribution of the
clay tile plant in Koh Yo Sub-district, Muang District, Songkhla Province. The key informants in this study

were Thai people of Chinese descent, 4 people who were the former owners of a clay tile plant in Koh Yo



Subdistrict, Muang District, Songkhla Province. The tools used to collect data are interview forms, maps,
global positioning system (GPS) and a camera. The results showed that Thai people of Chinese descent
who are the owners or their children and grandchildren who took over clay tile plant, have ancestors who
emigrated from China. Most of them started working as a hire labour, clay tile factory employee and can
set up their own clay tile plant which can be inherited for at least 3 generations. The distribution of the
clay tile plant were clustered in the south part of Koh Yo Sub-district in 4 villages, namely, Village No. 4
Ban Suan Durian, Village No. 5 Ban Tha Sai, Village No 6 Ban Naiban and Village No 7 Ban Pa Nod. Even
though there is not a single clay tile plant left, but the people who contributed and the famous Koh Yo
clay tiles are still visible in the traditional houses of Koh Yo and the old temples of Koh Yo, which should

have a database for conservation, learning and promoting creative tourism.
Keywords: Thai people of Chinese descent, Koh Yo clay tiles, Koh Yo Sub-district
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