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Geo-Social mapping and kinship of the Urak Lawoi people: a case study of
Bulon Island, La-ngu District, Satun Province
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to create geo-social mapping and study the family
relationship of the Urak Lawoi people, Bulon Island, La-ngu District, Satun Province. The data were
obtained through a field survey and in-depth interview and were presented in the form of map and
descriptive analysis.

The results of geo-social mapping were presented in 2 formats: The first illustrated the
locations of important places, and the second revealed the locations of Urak Lawoi’s 20 main
surnames. The six original surnames were 1) Han Talay 2) Dato Sida Wan 3) Talay Luek 4) Pang Lae Ma
5) Yadam , and 6) Su Duhan. Han Talay was currently employed by the highest number of people on
the island which covered 24 households.

Regarding their kinship, the findings from the in-depth interview presented in genogram
indicated that most of them connected by blood and marriage. This was consistent with the kinship of
the Urak Lawoi people in Koh Lipe, Satun Province, Koh Lanta, Koh Jum and Koh Phi Phi in Krabi

Province, and Siray Island, Rawai Beach and Sa Pa Bay in Phuket Province.

Keywords: Urak Lawoi people, geo-social mapping, kinship, Bulon Island
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