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Abstract

This research is aimed to describe the vulnerabilities of female migrant workers in

accessing health insurance and reproductive health, including how they have adapted
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themselves to the COVID- 19 pandemic. The researcher has chosen key informants who
are in pregnancy, single mothers, and mothers with small early- aged children, in
particular. This is because they are one of the COVID-19 impacted groups whose working
hours are reduced, or they have been called laid off. Female migrants have explicitly
become affected by the pandemic. This research employs a qualitative approach,
embarking with literature reviewing regarding the state’s management of transnational
workers, and an in-depth interviewing. Early research finding illustrates that female
migrant workers are an initial group who are impacted by the implementation of
emergency decree. Female migrants who are incumbently vulnerable, are even more in
a painful situation, due to their cut-off working hours leading to the shortage of income.
They are struggling in accessing health insurance because they are out of state’ s hands.
Therefore, they inevitably rely on themselves, by uniting with other workers in Chaing Rai
province, in order to survive the situation where the state has not sufficiently taken good

care of the transnational workers.

Keywords: Female transnational worker, Access to health insurance, Adaptation, COVID-
19, Chiang Rai
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