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"Otherness" and the Access of Social Welfare of

Legal Myanmar migrant workers under the COVID-19 Situation
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Abstract

This research has a main objective to study the access of social welfares of
legal Myanmar transnational workers, and problems and obstacles they are facing in
the COVID-19 under the building of ‘otherness’ by the Thai state. This research
employs a qualitative research approach by interviewing Myanmar migrant workers

who are impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic in Chiang Rai province. Research
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findings have shown that Myanmar workers have affected by the pandemic by being
called laid off, whereas some of them remained employed with reduced salaries.
Although they are registered workers under the Thai social welfare law, they
decided not to register to receive the state assistance. This is because they lack of
understanding in claiming the rights to social welfare, which is seen too complicated
procedure and time consumption, and their lack of budget to procure the
treatment. Meanwhile, they are confident that the entire procedure would take
several days. Consequently, laid off Myanmar transnational workers have opted to
depend on themselves, and engaged with the center helping migrant workers in
Chiang Rai province which support them with basic necessities. They have received

little from the Thai state, but surgical masks and alcohol gel.

Key word: Transnational migrant worker, COVID-19, Access of social welfare,

Otherness, Chiang Rai
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